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Sir Basil 775
Cases W/wcj
Without He

' By STEPHEN SENNETT. Aj
IT is nice to think what Sherlock j

Holmes would have to say about
Scotland Yard now. Here we

have Sir Basil Thomson, K. C. B.,
trouping the United States prefacing
his "My Experiences at Scotland Yard"
with a few well chosen remarks about
the utter Impossibility of Sherlock.
Sir Basil, formerly head of the CriminalInvestigation Department at
Scotland Yard, confesses that he is
about fed up with the sort of Action
that makes the Scotland Yard Inspectorthe "stupid foil of the brilliant detective."
Then Sir Basil goes on to tell the

country that the Scotland Yard man

Is sometimes quite a neat and speedy
worker, frequently getting somewhere
from nowhere. In just a moment a

few of Sir Basil's Illustrations will be
'set forth. But as Sir Basil speaks wo

seem to hear the guffaw of Mr.
Holmes.a guffaw, to be sure, temperedwith regret that he should have
to take advantage of a most regrettableaffair to win a point over Sir
Basil.
As Sir Basil lays the bull whip upon

the bony shoulders of Mr. Holmes we

receive word that Sir William Horwood,present head of Scotlund Yard,
Is rendered temporarily inactive by
poisoned chocolates. The chocolates.
old ones, it seems, in a disreputable
package.slip through all the doors
between the outer gates of Scotland
Yard and the private offk-e of Sir
William. That should be enough.
Can't you hear Mr. Holmes speaking
to the bewildered Inspector:

"Ah, yes. Inspector. YOU would
think so. YOU would do it that way.
YOU are from Scotland Yard. YOU
would permit a package to pass unopenedto your chief. As I have said,
YOU are from Scotland Yard."
But It is much worse than Just that.

An employee of Scotland Yard, having
tasted one of the poisoned and unsponsoredchocolates, discovers that
the sweet is bitter and not so easy to
take as nice chocolates should be.
Therefore (just listen to Mr. Holmes's
raucous laughter) this trusted employeethrows the nasty chocolates
away! Think of it! Scotland Yard,
with its own chief poisoned, throws
away the evidence!

Well, let that pass. After all we f
know that what Scotland Yard has <!
done it has done. We know, too, that t
what Mr. Holmes did he didn't dp. I
Sir Conan Doyle made him do it. And i
.'lso we know that Sir Basil is right I
in his opinion that almost any writer
of detective fiction can take a cele- a

brated case, select a solution therefor «

and then work backward to the be- a

ginnings of his mystery, handing the {

finished product right end to to the I

public for fireside consumption.
"I have never met Dr. Watson nor 8

Sherlock Holmes," says Sir Basil. "If 8

t micrht fhnose I'd sooner meet Wat- 8

son because at least Watson was not

jlim, a drug fiend and he showed real horse
serosa between flashes of brilliant stupidityPoor fellow, like Sherlock
Holm<as.*he was what his creator made
him." v*
And then Sir Basil goes on to explainthat we all have that advantage

of origin, detective and reader of
crime fiction. So consider, therefore,
the numerous triumphs of Scotland
Yard. Take, for example, the genius

j who made off with the clothes and all
I § they contained of some hundreds of
t f Londoners.

The Patient Is Left Flat;
Robber Has Easy Time

One evening, said Sir Basil, a re- e

sponsible looking man with a medl- [
/cine case under his arm rang the beil t

V /of a resident of one of London's lower c

middle class neighborhoods. I
"Good evening," said the stranger c

to the man of the house. "Does David s

Tubhs live here?"
"No." ,

8

"Pardon, I have the wrong bouse. 1

The fog you know." r

The stranger with the medicine 1

case is about to leave the stoop. But 1

suddenly he turns upon the man of '

the house and peers sharply Into his '

face. *

"Good Lord, man." he cried, "you,
too? By George this is amounting te 1

epidemic sure enough." , J
"What's eating you?' demands ths

man of the house.
"Thus far. nothing. But it is eating 1

you, my friend. Rather pronounced 1

case, too, I'll be bound."
"See here. What's all this you're

saying?" I ?

"Sclotarum Probensls."
"Off with you!" cries the man of f

r the house. "I'll call the police."
"See here, my man." says the

stranger, pushing Into the hall, "you '

have a had case of SclotRrum Probensls.I'm « doctor, you know, on

my way to Mr. Tubbs's houss to see
r

him again. Lost my way in the fog, r

you know. But he's quite all right by f
this time. Got him In time, you know,
and really only a mild case. Regular
epidemic of it. Started twewty-four J C

hours ago and seems to be sweeping *

London. Papers will be full of it In the
*

morning. ! -2:e* my, If you'd like I'll
give you a quick examination."
The more or lee* apprehensive victimhacks Into the parlor half convincedthat he's not feeling extra. The

strange doctor lifts hlr victim's eyelids.
"By Jove, you are lucky and no mistake.All signs of spinal complications.

Maybe I can do lots this early In tha
disease. Take off your clothes."
The startled man of the house removesh's v«et. having vacated his

coat after artivlng home from work.
There Is a gold watch and chain In
tho vcst.» Also a wallet of suggestive
embonpoint.

"Oh. no, my man!" cries the Impatientdoctor. "Off with all of the
clothes like a good fellow. Come, comn
we doctors are busy men In times like
these."
Off come the clothes, right down to

the heavy British skin. As they are

shed the solicitous man of medicine
catches them and lays them In a pile
near the parlor door.
"Now down with you on the sofa

there, old boy." he soothes. "Gently
does It. Bememher the least haste, the
ellghtest excitement and off you go.
Heart stops. Quick pain and poof It's
all over with you. So gentle does it
Slowly down on the sofa."
*he victim Is prostrate. Also be Is

sick with fright. No mistake, he Is
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eeling no end ill. Good thing the
loctor chap happened along. Curious
oo, that he never noticed how rotter
le felt until the doctor saw him. Nothngshort of providential, this doctor
iftppening alpng.
"Wrll. oM hnv " eavwthe doctor

ifter a cursory view of the naked
ipine, "you've got It bad, but never

ay die. Stay where you are. I'm
>ff to the chemist's at the corner,
3on't move. Back in a Jiffy with the
iJux Methyl Codicil. One lnjectlor
ind I'll have you right aa rain. Twc
ind six for the Nux Methyl Codicil
ind you can pay me when I've injectedit. But if you care to live
lon't move until I'm back."
"Bight, doctor, and thank you

rlndly?' groana the victim of the
Iread Scolotarum Probensls, who hai
lis face buried in a pillow.
The doctor departs. With him he

akes his patient's clothes. Maybe the
lothea will fetch five bob or so

daybe a pound; who knows? Am!
here is the watch and chain and e

>ound or so In money. Do it a couple
>f hundred times and you have somehing.Of course it takes nerve.

3ad Spelling Leads
To Culprit's Arrest

Well. Scotland Yard landed thai
fenlus. By the grave deductlor
iroceas of Sherlock Holmes? Not ai
ill. Simply by, getting the descriptor
rf the man and referring back to the
irosalo files. In the flies they disovereda., clothing thief who correipondedIn appearance to the doctor
ifame, W. Herring. Had a record foi
dealing clothes in Liverpool am3
>eds. Here were William's Bertlllor
neasurements and flnger prints. Oel
William. They got him. He wac
dentlfled. He went to prison. Mr
dolmes would have mate a better
itory of It, but Scotland Yard did 11
lulte aa effectively.and more quickly
And there was the respectable

rousehold in Kent that was all but
Uvlded against Itself by anonymoui
etters addressed to various member*
if the family. Here In America the
>ol!ce would call them poison pen
etters. First the circumspect Isdy 01
ho manor received a most tneultlng
etter. It put her to her bed in a
ler-vous collapse. Then her husband
eeelved a few of them. The old
rentleman was about dons up. such
were the contents of these notes.
The young ladles received their

tasty letters and the eons of the famlywere recipients of more. The
hlng went on for six months. Local
onetahles and private detectives eur

enderedthe case, confessing themlelvesbaffled. The letters dldnt come

>y mall. Not a stamp was used. The
>utler got them. The second man re:elvr«da few. Cook got hers and was

10 hurt that she couldn't cook for
veeke. Nurse was made a target for
he abusive eplstlea Even the small
icullery maid, as meek and Inoffensive
is Sally Prase's starved Marchioness
rot two of them.
Every morning soma member of the

household, servants and masters and
nlstressss. found them In hla or her
>ocket.s or 1n the front hall or on
window ledge or under his or her
>edroom door or under his or her
>lllow. Whole squads of private deectlveeswrronnded the houee end
watched all night and all day. Take
>eed of that, Mr. Holmee. Other
iquade of Atectlves stood about the
tails and chambers of the houee ell
light and all day. They eaw nothing
teard nothing, discovered nothing
low what do you think of that, E>r,
dTMson?
Just one clew Whs turned up. All

ho letters were typed on an ancient
ypewrlter. The alignment of the type
iroclalmed the state of decrepitude ol
he machine. The lower case "e" wee
ether flattened out. Elementary'
Elementary' Find the typewriter
jocate Its owner. Elementary! Elenentnryl
But they didn't And the typewriter

Phey didn't And the typist. That le
hey didn't until Inspector Blodgetl
rent out from Scotland Tard.
"See here. BJodgett," said Sir Basil

'Oo out there and see what you can
lo. Don't hurry Take yeur time. Ot
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course don't take too much tlma, but
do what you can."

Inspector Blodgett wu gone Just
forty-eight hours.
"What's the matter. Blodgett?" demandedSir Basil.
"Nothing at all, sir," explained

Blodgett. "It was quite simple. We
' have her locked up and a confession,

sir."
"Who?"
"The cook's girl. A half grown

1 young woman. The scullery maid, so
» to speak."
' "You see, sir," explained Blodgett,

"I asked them the minute I got there
1 to let me read the letters. Quite a

stack of them there was. Forty or
fifty I should say. I epent two

1 hours reading them. I noticed In some
1 of them words repeatedly misspelled
. w-l-c-h,' 'm-a-b-y,' 'c-e-l-l-e-r,'

' *k-u-r-b,' '1-o-v-e-l-n-g,' Ac. Well, sir,
1 I made «p a list of those misspelled
words and I called together all membersof the family and all the servants.

1 I had them all together and gave each
' a pencil and a block of paper.

" 'Now," said I, 'you will be kind
enough to write down what I dictate.'

"Well, sir, I dictated something or
other to them slowly, using all the

' misspelled words. Then I collected the
papers, looked them all over and went

i to the scullery maid and said:
t " 'See here, yoting woman, Where's
i that typewriter?'
t "Blest If she didn't brazen It out

until I showed her her misspelled
words In the dictation and the same
misspelling In the letters. And then
she took me off to where she had the
typewriter hidden. They'd never heard

i her using It, because she never used
1 It near the house."
i So how about that. Mr. Holmes?
; The Broken Button Mystery;

Or, Who Killed Costermonger
Sir Basil tells of one of the many

\ missing and broken button mysterlee.
What Olty haunt had Its murder

| where the only clew seme a button or
a piece of button found near the eoepe
of the ertme? But here was a London
costermonrer murdered of a Saturday

» night in Llmehouse. His skull was
bashed In. Whoever did It took the

t man's overcoat, too. Twenty feet
away from the body the police found
& piece of a fairly large and altogether
common bone button.
The button might have had nothing

at all to do with the murder. To repeat,It was, after all, only a silver of
i a button. This murder happened In

the winter. Scotland Yard men
searched the publlo houses In the districtand suspected this man and that
But there was no arrest that winter,
They did not And the missing overcoat
either, although all the hundreds of
pawnbrokers were interviewed and old
clothes men examined.
But along about overcoat time of the

following winter one of the Inspectors
asked filr Basil to let him have Just
one more go at It. They had saved the
foolish little sliver of bone button. The

» Inspector took It and fared forth to
LJmehouse. Prom pub to pub he went,

' simulating drunkenness. He'd paw
i men and fall against men. He would
' become embroiled In arguments and
' fights. He was having a pretty rough

time of It. 'Presently he came to a
particularly mean pub where the mur»dered man had been wont to do his

' drinking.
t The Inspector lurched among the ssIsembled costermongers and suddenly

iir t imm 10 a man wun an overcoat
that oported a button that was not
quite whole. He picked a fight with
the wearer of that overcoat and
promptly knocked him stiff, as we
Americana are wont to say. The

II roughnecks present applauded the vle'tory of a drunken man over a sober
heavyweight but paused, somewhat
startled, when the former shed his pre.tense of Intoxication and coolly fitted a
silver of bone button to the Incomplete
button on the dazed coster's overcoat.

That la all The wearer of the overicoat waa hanged for the murder. He
: eonfeseed before Jack Ketch ended
him. A bit of brain -work, that. And
the brain came from Scotland Yard,

Sir Basil seta forth the moat valuable
aear'a of the detective department aad
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By THOMAS H. DICKINSON.
IN considering the facte involved

in the return of Germany to a

I normal standard of health and

productiveness I prefer for the momentto Ignore such technical matters

as reparations, the exchange value of

marks and the amount paid In taxes

by the German Industrials and labor.
Peculiarly enough. I consider these to
be imponderable factors; they may
influence the governing factors, hut
they are too much dependent ujjon
chance events both inside and outside
of Germany to support profitable
speculation.

Instead of these things I wish to
refer to, certain matters which lie more
near to the life of the people; to draw
from these conditions, which are of
course but straws to show the way of
the wind, some hint of the manner in
which German stamina is reacting
against the present desperate condltionaAt the present time no conclusionscan be drawn as to the effect
of the exchange rate of German marks
upon the lite of the German people
for the reason that exchange has
passed Into the realms of the absurd.

Manifestly one cannot say that cost
of living has risen In any degree
commensurately with the rise In the
exchange rates. Such an Increase
would long ago have wiped out the
German people. Even bread, which is
state supported, costs to-day a hun-
dred times as much as It did In peace-
time; butter costs one hundred and
fifty times as much; potatoes two!
hundred times as much, expressed in
terms of German money. How much
more do they cost In terms of the
people's labor, the people's economy,
the people's starvation? These are
the only true Indexes by which to
study Increased eoBt. Money has becomean absurdity.
When the statistical bureau of the

League of Nations reports that on s
scale of 100, representing prewar
values, the cost of living stands In
Belgium 367. Paris 291, Rome 416,
Great Britain 181 and the United
States 167, we can understand what Is
meant. Common sense tells us the
figures are not far wrong. When the
same bureau tells us that cost of
living In Poland has multiplied five
hundred and eighty times, In Austria
a thousand times and In Germany a
hundred times, common sense tells us
that whatever may be the dignity of
the figures updn which these conclusionsare based the conclusions themselvesare nonsense. Money Is a standardof value In the same way that a
steel yardstick is a standard of length.
It is based upon gold for the same
reason that the linear measure Is
based upon tempered metal. But If
for any reason all the yardsticks In a
certain area were suddenly made onetenthof their accustomed length, the
height of men In that area would not
thereby be Increased. While they
might be called sixty feet high, they
would still be the same size as befors.
German People Living, but

I Without Plan for Future
It is very far from my purpose to

Imply that conditions are not desperiately bad In the countries named
above. It Is my purpose to show that

*^hese desperate conditions cannot be
represented by the altitude of the ex-
change rate, and that in seeking so to
visualize conditions we are failing to
grasp some of the essential features
of the problem. It Is not so much the
rise In the cost of living that Is the
iinpuritiui i no vjerman people
are living to-day a little more mea-

gerly, It Is truo, but still they are living.The Important thing Is the disorganizationIn Oerman life, the IsolationIn German economy, the confusionIn the psychology of the German
people, the lack of an orderly environmentIn which to plan for a future of
orderly development and reconstruction.
Before the war the German people

were among the most thrifty people in
Europe. To-day all lnoentlve, even
all excuse for thrift, haa disappeared.
No one will pnt hie money Into aav-
Ings banks when the depreciation of
a month will out his deposits to onequartsrof thslr former value. When
one has money.and manifestly money
Is to be had In wagon loads.the Ger-
man has two, and only two, Impulses.
The one Is the purchase of commodl-
ties, foodstuffs, first of all, or merchandisethat may be later salable;
the other Is gambling In the Boerse.

the Individual detective as organization,hard work, luck and knowledge of
human nature. Naturally he Includes
the necessity of brains, but takes It for
granted that the possessor of knowl-
edge of human nature must have a
certain amount of serviceable brains.
Consider tha Scotland Yard man who

was sent out to apprehend a thief who
had stolen a gentleman's watch. Now,
the stealing of a watch Is a common
enough affair. Watches are stolen In
Xondon as rapidly as they are In
York. If a detective was put on every
case of stolen watch there would not
re enougn detectives to cover that sort
of knavery alone, much less pay attentionto murders, assaults and so on.
However, this was an extraordinary

watch belonging to an extraordinary
gentleman. Scotland Yard wanted that
watch back. So out of Scotland Yard
went a young; detective who know his
lxjndon and his Londoner. From a
nark (we call them stool pigeons) he
learned that It was possible that one
Jem Cooper was a man not above lifting:a toff's watch, and the nark took
the detective to a pub where Jem was
entertaining friends nt beer. To tackle
Jem at the time would have been as
dangerous as It might have been fruitless.There was no direct evidence
that Jem had the watch. 1

Hut I ho Scotland Yard man followed
Jem and came to a district where sev-
oral pawnshops were located. A bit of
skillful maneuvering and the detective
was ahead of Instead of behind Jem.
He took a chance. He stopped In front
of a pawnbroker's window, and out of
the corner of his eye he observed Jem
regarding tbat very shop. Ho hustled
up an alley and Into the rear of the
shop. He showed his badge to the pro-
prlotor of the shop and the proprietor
obeyed Instructions to crouch below
the counter.

In came Jem.
"How much will you give me for

that beauty?" Inquired Jem.
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>E OF GE1
H A GAY
The German waa never a very wilt
speculator. Paradoxically enough he
has gone Into speculation In commer
cial emissions during the last twi
years largely as a matter of thrlf
and conservatism. Money whioh ha
lost all contact with reality Is qulckl:
exchanged for commercial pape
which Is based upon a certain belle
In German Industry, genius and thrlfl

Prices have gone up by leaps am
bounds. Following them wages hav
gone up. The necessity of-contlnuall;
adjusting wages to costs of living ha
kept German Industry always on th
anxious seat, has made It lmposslbl
to plan a month ahead on Income am
outgo, has Introduced an entirely ne\

system of contract into Germai
affairs. Even the German State li
passing a maternal benefit act make:
the compensation purposely extensl
ble, for fear that the payments pro
vlded In the bill for milk allowano
for a month would not be sufficient t<
buy a postcard.
Taxes Are Multiplied

To Save Computatioi
Ae the State Issues more mono;

costs rise; as costs rise wages rise
This makes It necessary for the Gov
frnmeni to increase laxeo, a cwn

venlent system has bean Introduce*
Into the Reichstag of retaining th<
phraseology of the old taxation ac
and amending only the figure of thi
tax. Thus the sugar tax Is lnoreasec
seven times; the brandy monopoly bll
calls for an augmentation of flv<
times; the tax on lighting material:
is increased four times; the beer taj
four times; the mineral water tax tw<
times.
But one Is not to suppose that bi

these successive readjustments th<
entire structure Is raised together
Each reorganization becomes the ex'
pedlent of drawing the belt of nations
standards a little tighter. Unfortu<
nately the making of money does not
mean the making of commodities ol
use; unfortunately, too, every mlllloi
of marks that la printed raises by ac
much higher the barrier agalnsi
foreign articles coming In. German]
must depend upon what she has and
what she can produce. Therefore the
people must use less. In spite of ap'
parent profligacy of expenditure the
German people are learning to d<
this. Signs not so high as a churel
nor so wide as a bam door, but stll
large enough, show Germany to b<
pinched. To-morrow she may be lr
extremity.
Notice I am not speaking of the

( >
German Chancellor
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power of Germany to pay reparations.
I am speaking of the effect of present
events upon the Uvea of the people,
their power to come baok. their
faculties of recuperation, the mental,
moral and physical factors which determinewhether Germany la to be
again well and strong. Vital statistics
since the revolution are neoeeearlly
slight and Incomplete, but snob as existmake very int|reetlng reading,
Particularly significant are thoae
which throw light on the equalisation
of the standards of living, the toning
down of 'living standards In response

Ths place was gloomy. The detectivehad thrown his hat on the floor
and was leaning over the counter H#
took the watch. examined It critically,
convinced himself that It was the one
he was seeking.
"Ten yean, Jem." ha iwptlsd. grabbinghis man.

And ha kapt his word. Jam got
ten.
Of course, as has heen said herein

before, Sherlock Holmes couldnt possiblyhave dons the thing so simply.
Had he not made It Intricate and had
n iPitnuj um« whii t/r. vr aiwn anu

the poor Inspector, Incidentally (not
to mention playing a aonata on hla
violin and ahooting a few grains of
morphine Into hla forearm), nobody
In the world would have paid M a
volume for htm or whatever It wai
he coet hla ultimate ooneumer.
And. of course, he would never have

solved the famoua Werther murder
by merly (toIn* from laundry to
laundry until he came to one where
the mark on the ehlrt In which the
torso of the murdered woman wai
wrapped was Identified as the sign ol
tli* linen of Werther, the Soho butcher.A ghastly affair, but simple,
The police found the torso and lege
of a woman wrapped In, among othsr
things, a man's ahlrt Almost obliteratedwas the laundry mark on that
shirt.
A deteotive went from laundry te

laundry with that ahlrt. And eventually,after visiting a thousand and one
laundries, he came to the one where
Werther had hla linen cleaned. TJjey
found the head and arms of the unhappywoman In Werther's shop. A
sordid story. But oan yon Imagine
Sherlock Holmes and the faithful
Watson trnlllng from laundry t«
laundry? And would you have paid
f2 for the book that recounted hie
pilgrimage? Tea, Mr. Werther vu
hanged.
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*many
surface
1 to reduced resources and a more eco*nomlcal system of social organization.

Outside of the speculators and proflt>takers only two classes exist In Gertmany to-day. On the one side are the
a minor and higher officials of private
/ and Industrial firms whose earnings
r are practically the same. On the other
f side are the skilled and unskilled
:. workers, whose wages likewise have
1 been equalized. No one can question
e the necessity that has brought this

s
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condition about, but the effect upon
energy end Incentive and cooperative
effort must be bad.
When we come to consider the

standards of living In dwelling houses
and apartments we find the same levelingmovement going on. Facts on
this come from fho tables of demands
for lodgings and dwellings which come
Into the Housing Bureau, as well as
from the tables of new buildings. Out
of 2,000,000 applications which came
Into this bureau In Prussia for lodg-

1 lng and dwelling accommodation for
(the year covering the la$t half of 1920
and the first half of 1921 85 per cent,
were for three rooms or fewer; half
were for two rooms. In the larger
cities there Is a remarkable decline
In the demands for larger lodgings
and an Increase ,ln the demand for
smaller ones. For one offering of one
and two room apartments there were
demands from twenty applicants. The
tendency from the larger to the smaller
apartments Is marked In the applicationsof the succeeding quarters of
1920 and 1921.
This demand for smaller lodgings la

reflected In building statlstlos. The
number of apartment buildings and

ibouwuauw wiuiv tu uuii/-uvd targe
cities increased four times In 1921
over 1920; three times In ths early
months of 1922 The number of dwellingserected Increased only one-half.
Not only In the large cities but In
the smaller ones as well the tendency
Is away from the lurge apartment and
private dwelling to the smaller units.
Along with this there Is a tendency to
give up servants.
The question of Germany's replenishmentoffers Interesting scope for

speculation, and here, too, the most
recent figures contain some striking
features. By her own figures Germanylost 1,824,051 dead and 4,247,000
wounded and missing. After the war

marriage rose to a high figure. The
year 1920 saw the highest recorded
marriage rate throughout Germany:
the year 1921 brought back the figure
nearer to the pre-war rate. Marriages
per thousand population In 1918 had
stood 7.71 In 1920 they had almost
doubUed to 14.9; In 1921 marriages
stood at 11.9 per thousand of the
population.
Birth Rate tor Last 7Vo Years

Not Equal to That in rprj
How, then, about births? Strange

to say, the births neither In 1920 nor
1921 haws equaled the births per thou,sand in 1919. In this earlier year
births had stood 28.6 per thousand; In
1920 this number was reduced 10 per
cent; in 1921 the reduction was 16 per
cent. Though they are marrying the
young couples of Oermany hare not
yet begun to give children to the
fatherland at a rate commensurate
with the marriage rata
When we come to consider the

status of the children we obtain the
most Impressive Index of the situation
In Germany. Statistics are plentiful
showing the undernourishment of childrenIn German cities, comparing the
height and weight o$ children born
during and after the war with the
standard of German children born be-
fore the war. These figures find fre- '
quant reproduction In America, and I
prefer not to repeat them here. One
usually notices that these statistical '

tables are aooompanled by comment
pointing to the blockade as the oause
of Germany's ills. Pour years after ]the close of hostilities one oan still
find in statistics given out for foreign
consumption these undisguised at>tempts at propaganda. ,

As a matter of faot the oondltlon of
Oermany*n three-year-old children and
lees oannot be connected with the

' blockade. And undernourishment <
> among children is by no means 11m
Ited to Germany. Undernourishment
Is found as well among American and
English children. One does not need
to confine himself to physical condl'tlon of the children to decide that the
situation of the next generation In
Germany Is such as to glvs cause for
soma disquiet. I
That name disorganisation of the

mental environment which has done
much to still ths energy of German 1
Incentives, to Introducs s factor of i

fakery and shoddy Into German
manufacturing. Is having Its Influence
on the lives and minds of children, i
From these homes which as a result »

of ths war have suffered deterioration
> of standards there has been an exodus <

of boys and girls, leaving In the midst '
> of school days, to seep economic Inde- <

i

Continued en Page Klerea.
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Whose Job I
ing $30,000 |1
for Clothes f

Itime before the public does, so that it
can have It /when it wants It.
Thebe are only a few of the things

t that a girl must know and understand
t before she can be a buyer of women's
t clothes and be privileged to spend

|30,000 In one day.
^ '|I have been asked what are the

i most important qualifications for a

) buyer. The answer is ears to hear
with and eyes to see with. She must » 1

* have an open mind to take in the
* things she hears and the eights she

sees. No matter how old in years she

they never Quite know whero they axe
at, rather hectic, haphazard and a
trifle untidy. The salespeople are very
polite to us, of course; they want our
money. But then, too, they are naturallypolite and they make excellent
salespeople. It must be because they
have the true "sympathie" and what
the French call the Intelligence of the
heart.

Buyer Has to Think and Think;
That Makes the Job Hard

But we never go to these dressmakersuntil we know what the
French women are wearing and what
we want to buy. Otherwise they
would have us at their mercy and sell
us any old thing they wanted and we
would he none the wiser. A terrible
situation and not to be imagined.
While these activities that I have

Dtitlincd may not seem difficult, but
rather the quintessence of all the Joys
utd good things of this earth, they
ire really very hard work, because so
much depends on the accuracy of my
observation and the intelligence of my
purchases. I hnvo to think, and
thinking is always exhausting to us
poor humans. For on those few
weeks I spend In Paris depends the
polloy of the American buyers of our
jtore for the next six months. What
i buy In Europe is to be the Inspirationof the American manufacturer.
Paris clothes are the vision of the
'uture. So they may be said to be the
;ream of the business, while ,Amerlcan
jlothes are the bread and butter. But
Paris clothes are the eventual bread
ind butter becaus > American clothes
ire dependent on them. This is why
t is so Important what I do when I
im In Paris. This Is why I work
uid play so hard; so much depends

«»

A Woma.
Is Spend
A Day
By A BUYER.

u\ ERE child's play!" every
\ /] body exclaims. "What

A could be easier? I don'1
have to be taught to spend money. It
comes natural!"
That Is Just where everybody li

wrong. Spending 180,000 a day Is on*

of the most difficult and arduous tasks
I have done It, so I know. My bust
ness Is spending money.

It would not be so difficult If I wen
limited In the amount of money that
I could spend. But I am not. As th<
European buyer of a large New Yorl
department store unlimited amount!
are at my disposal. I can spend ai
much money as I want and on whateverI see fit. "Whatever I see fit" li
the crucial point. I must know what
Is fit and It Is that knowledge whlct
Is so difficult to acquire and so preclout
and well recompensed once It Is acquired.
To spend prodigious and lavlslt

amounts I go to Europe twice a year
sometimes by myself and sometime!
with others. I am In Paris only twc
or three weeks, but during that time
I work under terrific pressure. Bui
my work Is of a very curious nature
To most people, especially women, 11
would be a delight and hilarious play
As they say In slangy circles, "I'm

on the town." I visit the smart cafes,
hotels and dancing places. I go to
the races and the tennis tournaments,
I go to Deauville, Monte Carlo and the
Dther famous resorts and watering
places. I go, In fact, wherever there
are well dressed women.women ol
every station of society. And all the
time that I am laughing and dancing
and enjoying myself I am watching
with eager, avid eyes to see what the
French women are wearing.
Of course I am not alone In my orgy

of observation, as all buyers are
equally vigilant. I know a New York
buyer who devotes two days a week
to visiting the smart hotels and restaurantsand the dancing club of the
hour, even going to the big football
games.
Besides looking at clothes I buy

them. In one day I spent $30,000 at
the big dressmakers'. Tho big dressmakinghouses of Parlp are very much
like ours In New York. Or rather,
ours are like those in Paris, because
we have copied them. In Paris they
are not run with our terrlflo

While it may sound contradictory,
t la, nevertheless, true that X do not
leoeeaarlly briny back what Is very
popular In Paris. For Instance, there
a at present In this country a trenendouavogue for beaded dresdfes.
FYonch women never wore them very
nuch; they were never very popular
n Paris. But the reason why they
ire ao much worn here Is that, for
>ne thing, American women like
leads, and for another, thav oen he
m ported and retailed for something
Ike $3S, putting Prenoh dresses wlthnthe reach of a great many Americanwomen- 80 we bring them over
rnd sell great quantities of them.
Besides dresses suoh as these that

we know will sell, we Import dresses
that will he a constant reminder to
lis of what Americans will be wearing
In six months or two years time, things
hat will he adaptable to the American
woman's figure. For It Is true that
French clothes have to be adapted to
js. Paris fashions have to be made
wearable; Paris silhouettes have to be
modified.
But this adaptation Is much less

-adlcal to-day than It was ten years
ago; much less modification la necessary.What does It mean? Only that
American women are better dressed, l(
we take Paris as our goal. Only that
we are getting nearer and nearer to
Parla Just another proof of that very
trite statement.that the world Is gettingvery, very small.

Our Styles From SI* Months
To Two Years Behind French

This adaptation of Paris fashions
Is entirely dependent for Its degree
upon time. Time Is a tremendous
factor, fo much depends upon tlmelllessIn presenting clothes for sale. It
s very Important not to show Psrls
clothes.or copies of Paris clothes.
until the American public Is ready for
Lhcm. Yet If we are too late In presentingthem, they are, of course, a
total loss.
80 Paul Polret was right whan bs

said that we are slow. We are. We
ire anywhere from six months to two
years behind the French. *ut we get
here eventually, so we must like their
styles. The business of a buyer Is not
10 much In knowing what the public
wants as when it win want it. And,
what la more, he must know It a long

j may be, she must have a young outlookand be able to step about. She
must be able to look at things ami
visualize their possibilities. In other
words, she must have imagination.
Because the amount of money she

may spend is unlimited, she carries a
tremendous responsibility. bhe is
aided and abetted and advised by a
"merchandise man" who Is usually
himself on ex-buyer.
People don't get such a position ol

responsibility by simply applying for
the Job. Buyers are not made that
way. And. what is more, there Is no
school where they can learn the
"psychology and whole art of buying,"
and then step Into an important position.̂
School of Hard Knocks

Teaches the Buying Art
Many women buyers have reached

their goal by being thrown on the
world at the ago of 14.to sink or
swim. Those with ability and dogged
determination, who put in long, hard
years of work, have arrived. They
have i had to fight their way up. step
by step, elbowing their way through
the terrific competitive crowd.
And promotion is really the proper

way to get capable and responsible
persons In any business. That is
what we do In our store. Thank .

goodness we have no efficiency experts
nor any of their kin! As an example,
tako the window dressers. They have
been to no school of Interior decora;tlon; they have studied under no professorthe essentials of line, color and
form. Yet they know and have
learned their business through work
and experience. v

I was born lucky, for I have not
been through all this maelstrom. I
avoided It by having the good for-. \
tune to be born into the right background.£fy father was a merchant
and he selit me to college, and collegegives a certain vision and breadth
of view that I do not think I could
have acquired In any other way. In
my opinion background is just as importantas years of experience. I
agree entirely with the Catholio
Church when it says: "Give me a
child of 7 years of age and I will
vouch for It for the rest of Its life."
When I left college the only possiblething for me to do seemed to bo

to go into the mercantile business. I
hated mechanical things like stenographyand nothing else ever occurred
to me. I started at $25 a week and
In a short time, at a different establishment,my salary was doubled. At
one time I was In business for myself.Now I am the chief foreign
buyer for a big department "store.
an important Job, "though I says It
myself as didn't ought."

I can't sell anything. But, fortunatelyfor me, It is not necessary to be
able to sell things In order to be a

buyer. The two activities require entirelydifferent qualiMcatlons. I think
that the reason why I cannot sell la
that I cannot persuade anyone to buy I
a thing when I know It would be fool- jish and unprofitable for him. 1
My business is ideal for women. I

For one thing we are always well 1
treated, naturally, since people want I
us to buy things from them. In that
respect we really have the world by
the tall.and that t« «Iw»m I
For another.women are naturally InterestedIn women's clothes.although
I confess that I was not particularly
Interested In women's clothes when I jstarted out. Then. too. buying requiresa certain Intuition.hunches.
And women are famed for their Math .

sense. '
But most Important of all, fashions

are Inconstant, and women, they say.
are the very embodiment of Inconstancy.It la very nice not to have
the same fashions over and over
again. That would ho dreadfully dull.

If a girl to Interested in art and
trade, women's fashions should be her »
field of endeavor. For In tha manufactureand design of women's clothe*
lies the art of the commercial world.

Freeing Italy's Press.
AS the result of a vigorous protestby the National Press

Federation against the suppressionof non-Fssdstl papers and
the destruction of newspaper plants
throughout Italy during the, recent
government crisis, Premier Mussolini
has given hie assurances that the libertyof the press will be respected by
his Government, and that this liberty
shall be limited only by the provisions

. -' ...
vviiuiiuii inw aurnuy CAirUII-R. |
The expression of tho Premier lias

Riven Reneral satisfaction, slnco th«
campalRn against non-Fasclett papers,whether Socialist, Catholic, or
Liberal, has been severe. While many
plants seized by the Fascist! during
the crisis have now been returned to
their owners, a considerable number
remained In Fasclstl hands a week
after the coup d'etat. The Pacts, a
Socialist morning paper published In
Rome, has not yet been reestablished.
The gravest damage was suffered

by tho Milan plant and library of
A ran ft, the most Important Socialistpaper of the country, of which
Premier Mussolini was editor until
1914. The plant, which Is valued a*
6.000,000 lire, has been almost completelywreeked. The plAnt ts not
covered by Insurance, since after the
Fasclstl Invasion In August no companywould underwrite It.
During Its two years' growth the

Fasclstl movement has attempted to
supprene or wreck many newspapers,
hut during the week of the recent
crisis the campaign became much
more violent. Reglnnlng the day afterthe Naples demonstration with
the wrecking of the Xaplee office of { H
the Rome Nltttst paper, 11 Mondo,
the Kasclstl continued their work un- I
til during the week of the crlets It- I
self, practically no papers except those I
favorable to the Fasclstl movement I
appeared. I
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